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CONGRESS  AND  THE  ARMS  RACE 

III  Geneva,  negotiators  from  the  East  and  West  are  considering  tivo  vital  subjects:  the  future  of  Berlin  and 
Germany  and  a  ban  on  nuclear  weapons  tests.  In  Washington,  these  important  events  related  to  the  arms 
race  have  taken  place  recently: 


TEST  BAN  SUPPORTED.  On  April  30  the 
Senate  adopted  by  voice  vote  Senator  Hubert  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey’s  resolution  (S.  Res.  96)  supporting  the  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  efforts  to  negotiate  an  end  to  nuclear 
weapons  tests  under  “an  adequate  inspection  and  con¬ 
trol  system.”  Significantly,  there  was  no  publicly  voiced 
opposition  to  the  resolution  in  Congress.  But  behind 
the  scenes  there  is  considerable  disagreement  with  its 
purposes. 

The  Senate  resolution  was  read  at  the  Geneva  negotia¬ 
tions  and  is  credited  by  close  observers  with  being 
a  major  factor  in  bringing  an  agreement  nearer. 

In  the  House,  five  similar  resolutions  have  been  intro- 
Aduced.  Letters  lo  your  Congressman  and  Chairman 
T  Thomas  E.  Morgan  of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  will  help  bring  this  issue  to  their  attention. 
Sponsors:  Edwin  B.  Dooley,  N.  Y,  (H.  Res.  234);  Henry 
S.  Reuss,  Wise.  (H.  Res.  242);  Chester  Bowles,  Conn. 
(H.  Res.  250);  Leonard  Farbstein,  N.  Y.  (H.  Res.  261 ); 
John  S.  Monagan,  Conn.  (H.  Res.  262). 

Charles  Porter,  Ore.,  has  again  introduced  his  bill 
(H.R.  4295)  to  prohibit  any  further  testing  of  nuclear 
weapons  by  the  United  States  until  another  country 
tests. 


RADIATION  HEARINGS.  On  May  8,  the  Holi 

field  Subcommittee  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic 
Energy  wound  up  four  days  of  controversial  hearings, 
bringing  up  to  date  findings  on  radiation  hazards  made 
since  the  first  hearings  two  years  ago.  The  mass  of 
scientific  evidence  which  went  into  the  record  has  been 
subjected  to  varying  interpretations. 

AEC  spokesmen  who  dominated  the  hearings  mini¬ 
mized  fallout  hazards.  Among  the  points  made  by 
critics :  •  AEC  conclusions  are  based  on  average  doses 

and  do  not  take  into  account  the  high  fallout  in  par¬ 
ticular  localities.  •  Comparisons  by  the  AEC  of  fallout 
with  natural  radiation  in  drinking  water  in  certain 
areas  are  misleading:  evidence  is  accumulating  that 
these  areas  have  a  greater  ratio  of  abnormal  births. 
•  Although  testimony  on  moral  issues  was  ruled  out  at 


the  hearings,  the  concept  of  a  “permissible  level”  of  a 
harmful  activity  implies  a  moral  judgment. 

In  June  the  Holifield  Subcommittee  will  hold  hearings 
on  expected  damage  from  a  full-scale  nuclear  war. 

Shift  to  Public  Health  Service  Urged 

A  Senate  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Subcommittee  held 
hearings  May  14  on  S.  1628  by  Senator  Lister  Hill,  Ala. 
This  bill  would  give  the  Public  Health  Service  and  state 
and  local  health  agencies  primary  responsibility  for 
protecting  the  public  against  radiation  hazards.  Sim¬ 
ilar  bills  (H.R.  6265  and  H.R.  7014)  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  House  by  Kenneth  A.  Roberts,  Ala.,  and 
John  E.  Fogarty,  R.  I.  This  proposal  is  gathering  strong 
support  from  many  who  feel  the  AEC  has  inadequately 
discharged  its  responsibilities  in  this  field. 

SPREADING  A-WAR  DATA.  Last  year,  in  a 
sharp  break  with  past  policy.  Congress  gave  the  Presi¬ 
dent  authority  to  transfer  nuclear  weapons  informa¬ 
tion  and  material  to  other  nations.  One  restriction 
requires  the  President  to  place  transfer  agreements 
before  the  Congress.  Unless  Congress  disapproves  of 
the  agreement  by  a  concurrent  resolution  within  60 
days,  it  becomes  effective. 

Britain,  France.  On  May  19,  President  Eisenhower 
laid  before  Congress  ten-year  agreements  with  Great 
Britain  and  France.  The  agreement  with  Great  Britain 
will  provide  that  country  with  non-nuclear  parts  of 
atomic  weapons  and  atomic  submarine  fuel.  It  supple¬ 
ments  another  broad  pact  dated  July  3,  1958.  France, 
under  the  proposed  agreement,  will  receive  enriched 
uranium  to  develop  a  submarine  propulsion  plant. 

Germany,  Turkey,  Netherlands,  Canada.  Under  agree¬ 
ments  submitted  to  Congress  on  May  26,  the  United 
States  would  furnish  these  countries : 

•  non-nuclear  parts  of  atomic  weapons  systems 

•  information  on  the  development  of  delivery  systems 
to  carry  nuclear  weapons,  and  defense  plans 

•  training  of  personnel  in  the  use  of  and  defense 
against  atomic  weapons. 

At  this  writing  no  hearings  have  been  scheduled  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  on  any  of 
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these  agreements.  Unless  a  large  public  protest  is  voiced 
Congress  is  likely  to  pay  little  attention  to  these 
vital  pacts. 

MILITARY  MANPOWER.  One  outcome  of  the 
draft  extension  battle  early  this  year  was  the  creation 
of  a  House  Armed  Services  Subcommittee  on  Man¬ 
power  Utilization  to  study  charges  of  waste  and 
inefficiency. 

On  May  12,  the  Subcommittee,  in  the  first  of  a  series 
of  hearings,  heard  a  retired  Colonel,  Rep.  Frank  Ko¬ 
walski  of  Connecticut,  charge  that  it  costs  $30  to  $40 
million  annually  to  supply  enlisted  men  as  servants 
for  senior  officers.  In  a  Report  filed  with  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee,  the  Department  of  Defense 
has  admitted  that  approximately  20,000  enlisted  men 
are  assigned  as  stewards,  orderlies,  mess  boys,  chauf¬ 
feurs,  etc. 

PROFITEERING  ON  DEFENSE.  Congress  is 
preparing  to  vote  at  least  $39.2  billion  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense.  The  House  has  already  authorized 
another  $1.25  billion  for  military  construction. 

Since  the  first  of  May,  Comptroller  General  Joseph 
Campbell  has  accused  five  aircraft  companies  of  over¬ 
stating  estimated  production  costs  by  $14.7  million. 
This  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  government  and  an 
excess  profit  to  the  companies  of  $4,401,825. 

UN  CHARTER  REVIEW.  Resolutions  urging 
a  UN  Charter  Review  Conference  were  introduced 
April  23  by  Charles  Porter  and  11  other  House  mem¬ 
bers  and  Senator  Joseph  Clark,  Pa.,  and  12  other  Sen¬ 
ators  (H. Con. Res.  147;  S. Con. Res.  25).  The  resolu¬ 
tions  also  urge  the  President  to  initiate  studies  to 
determine  what  Charter  changes  would  be  necessary 
to  promote  a  just  and  lasting  peace  through  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  enforceable  world  law. 

FOREIGN  AID  BILL  ADVANCES 

As  this  I^eu’sletter  is  written.  Senate  hearings  have 
been  completed  on  the  Mutual  Security  authorization 
bill.  The  House  Committee  has  reported  a  $3.6  billion 
bill,  reducing  military  and  increasing  economic  aid. 
The  largest  hurdle  is  still  ahead— the  House  Appropri¬ 
ations  Committee.  The  main  issues  this  year:  •  A 
larger  U.S.  Development  Loan  Fund  with  a  longer  life 
span.  Senator  Fulbright  proposes  $1.5  billion  per  year 
for  5  years.  •  Separation  of  military  and  economic  aid. 
•  More  support  for  UN  and  other  international  develop¬ 
ment  programs.  Senator  Humphrey  has  offered  two 
amendments  which  would  increase  United  States  sup¬ 
port  for  UN  Technical  Assistance  and  permit  up  to 
25%  of  DLF’s  loans  to  be  made  to  international 
programs. 

Inter-American  Bank  Set  Up 

After  months  of  negotiations,  the  Inter- American  De¬ 
velopment  Bank  has  been  created.  May  11,  President 
Eisenhower  urged  Congress  to  support  United  States 
membership  and  requested  $350  million  as  the  United 
States  share  of  the  Bank’s  $850  million  capitalization 


‘‘We  Want  to  Protect  You  Against  the  Possibility 
That  Criminals  Might  Hide  in  Here” 


for  bankable  loans.  A  related  Fund  for  Special  Opera-  sp 
tions  with  initial  resources  of  $150  million,  two-thirds  ni 
of  which  will  be  supplied  by  the  United  States,  will  fo 
make  “soft”  loans  repayable  on  more  lenient  terms. 

K\ 

HEALTH  FOR  PEACE  BILL  APPROVED 

On  May  20  the  Senate  approved  63-17  a  “Health  for 
Peace”  program  of  international  medical  research.  co 
The  resolution,  S.J.Res.  41,  by  Senator  Lister  Hill  and  lo 
63  other  Senators,  would  provide  $50  million  annually 
“to  help  mobilize  the  health  sciences  in  the  United  ® 

States  as  a  force  for  peace,  progress,  and  good  will  oc 

among  the  peoples  of  the  world.”  It  authorizes  a  new  ^ 
Research  Institute  and  financial  aid  to  programs  on 
physical  and  mental  diseases  and  rehabilitation. 

Ironically,  April  28  the  Congressional  Record  Appendix  m 
contained  three  speeches  by  Major  General  Marshall  m 
Stubbs,  Army  chief  chemical  officer,  outlining  the  of 
necessity  for  United  States  efforts  to  develop  and  per¬ 
fect  chemical  and  biological  weapons.  The  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation  plans  a  protest  against  biological 
weapons  at  Fort  Detrick,  Maryland,  July  1-5. 

SHARING  AMERICA’S  ABUNDANCE 

ha 

No  hearings  have  yet  been  scheduled  on  the  “Food  for 
Peace”  bill,  S.  1711,  by  Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  3g 
and  ten  other  Senators,  nor  on  other  bills  to  extend 
Public  Law  480,  the  surplus  disposal  program.  Major  Se 
portions  of  P.L.  480  expire  December  31.  fo: 

The  Humphrey  bill,  summarized  in  the  May  Newsletter,  T  ^ 
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would  extend  the  law  for  5  years.  Sales  for  local 
currency  would  be  increased  from  $1.5  billion  to  $2 
billion;  emergency  relief  shipments  to  friendly  peoples 
could  reach  $250  million  a  year.  Agreements  to  sup¬ 
ply  friendly  nations  with  certain  surplus  commodities 
could  be  made  for  ten  years  with  a  40-year  period  for 
repayment.  A  Peace  Food  Administrator  would  oversee 
the  whole  program.  More  authority  would  be  given  for 
assistance  through  the  UN. 

Rep.  Leonard  G.  Wolf,  la.,  and  28  other  Represent¬ 
atives,  have  proposed  granting  the  United  Nations  up 
to  $250  million  worth  of  surplus  foods  a  year  for  ten 
years  for  use  in  encouraging  economic  and  social  de¬ 
velopment  in  various  countries  in  the  world  (H.R. 
6681  ).  Such  a  proposal  could  be  combined  with 
1711. 

International  machinery  still  needs  to  be  developed  for 
sharing  surpluses  without  adversely  affecting  the  econ¬ 
omy  of  contributing  and  receiving  nations. 

Senator  Alexander  Wiley,  Wis.,  has  urged  hearings  on 
his  bill,  S.  265,  to  establish  a  Country  Life  Commission 
to  make  a  long-range  study  of  American  agriculture. 
The  proposed  Commission  is  similar  to  one  created  50 
years  ago  by  Theodore  Roosevelt. 


THE  PLIGHT  OF  THE  HOMELESS 


or 
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Over  thirty  nations,  including  the  United  States,  have 
already  agreed  to  cooperate  in  a  World  Refugee  Year, 
beginning  July  1.  During  that  year  they  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  more  than  2 
million  refugees,  and  to  develop  permanent  programs 
for  the  care  of  future  refugees. 

At  a  White  House  conference.  May  21-22,  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  said  it  would  be  willing  to :  ( 1 )  donate  an 
extra  $4  million  for  relief  activities  in  the  Refugee 
Year.  This  would  supplement  the  present  program, 
costing  about  $44  million  a  year.  (2)  increase  our 
food  distribution  program  some  $10  to  $20  million, 
and  (3)  change  immigration  regulations  to  permit  the 
entry  of  10,000  non-quota  refugees  a  year,  or  up  to 
"3,000  in  an  emergency  situation. 

Dean  Francis  B.  Sayre,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  United 
States  Committee  for  Refugees,  has  indicated  that  the 
Administration’s  proposals  are  inadequate.  His  Com¬ 
mittee  has  asked  for  a  special  contribution  of  $10 
million  during  fiscal  1960,  and  the  regular  admission 
of  20,000  non-quota  refugees  a  year. 

A  number  of  bills  have  been  introduced  to  enable  the 
United  States  to  respond  to  this  continuing  problem: 

Rep.  Francis  E.  Walter,  Pa.,  is  urging  enactment  of  a 
restrictive  formula  for  admitting  an  unspecified  num¬ 
ber  of  refugee-escapees.  The  Attorney  General  would 
have  to  justify  each  admission  to  Congress  and  either 
House  could  terminate  the  program  at  will  (H.J.Res. 
397). 

Several  general  immigration  bills  include  provisions 
for  refugees:  H.R.  6826  (Lindsay,  N.  Y.),  S.  952 
Humphrey,  Minn.),  S.  1919  (Javits,  N.  Y.  and  3 


others),  S.  1996  (Kennedy,  Mass.)  They  would  all 
establish  permanent  refugee  programs  under  which  the 
President  could  parole  60,000  to  83,000  refugees  into 
the  United  States  each  year.  Such  refugees  would  be 
allowed  to  acquire  permanent  residence  status  one  to 
two  years  after  entry. 

In  addition,  the  Javits  bill  allows  for  the  admission 
of  some  35,000  presently  unsettled  refugee-escapees 
and  5,000  “nonsettled  hard-core”  cases,  e.g.,  the  aged 
or  incapable;  $5  million  is  provided  for  resettling  and 
^rehabilitating  these  “hard-core”  refugees.  FCNL 
▼  believes  these  provisions  should  be  supported. 


THE  RIGHTS  OF  CITIZENSHIP 

Although  opponents  of  civil  rights  legislation  have 
been  using  delaying  tactics  to  prolong  Congressional 
hearings,  leaders  of  both  parties  predict  that  a  “mod¬ 
erate”  civil  rights  bill  will  be  passed  this  year.  The 
House  Judiciary  Committee  hopes  to  send  a  bill  to  the 
floor  by  early  June.  Senate  hearings  are  scheduled  to 
end  May  28. 

According  to  forecasters,  the  final  bill  may  be  a  com¬ 
promise  between  the  Administration  proposals  and 
Senator  Lyndon  B.  Johnson’s  bill.  Both  would  extend 
the  life  of  the  Civil  Rights  Commission;  give  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General  power  to  inspect  voting  records;  and  make 
bombing  a  Federal  offense  (the  Johnson  bill  includes 
a  possible  death  penalty).  The  Administration  would 
also  provide  financial  and  technical  aid  and  legal  pro¬ 
tection  to  schools  seeking  to  desegregate. 


TEACHERS  AND  BRICKS 

May  14  the  House  Education  and  Labor  Committee 
voted  to  report  an  amended  version  of  the  Murray- 
Metcalf  bill  (H.R.  22)  which  would  provide  $4.4  bil¬ 
lion  of  Federal  aid  for  school  construction  and  teachers’ 
salaries  over  a  4-year  period.  According  to  Cleveland 
M.  Bailey,  Chairman  of  the  General  Education  Sub¬ 
committee,  the  bill  faces  “two  pretty  stiff  bottlenecks — 
the  Rules  Committee  and  the  floor  of  the  House.” 


‘‘MORE  THAN  WE  COULD  CHEW” 

For  the  last  5  years,  Indian  organizations  and  Indian 
sympathizers  have  worked  for  repeal  of  H.Con.Res. 
108,  of  the  83rd  Congress.  This  resolution  specifies 
that  it  is  the  policy  of  Congress  to  terminate  Federal 
control  over  Indian  groups  “as  rapidly  as  possible.” 
According  to  Senator  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  N.  Mex., 
Congress  “bit  off  more  than  we  could  chew”  in  endors¬ 
ing  this  statement. 

There  are  now  three  major  policy  statements  before 
Congress:  S. Con. Res.  12,  by  James  E.  Murray,  Mont., 
and  9  others,  emphasizes  that  Federal  responsibility 
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for  Indian  groups  will  not  be  terminated  without  their 
consent,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  “cast”  into  Amer¬ 
ican  life  until  they  are  adequately  prepared.  These  are 
two  prerequisites  many  believe  essential. 

S. Con. Res.  28,  by  Clinton  Anderson  and  8  others,  re¬ 
quests  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  classify  all  Indian 
tribes  into  groups  which  can  be  terminated  within 
set  periods  of  time.  Although  the  Secretary  is  to 
“confer”  with  Indians  regarding  termination  proposals. 
Congress  is  given  ultimate  responsibility  for  determin¬ 
ing  the  timing  of  any  legislation. 

H. Con. Res.  40,  by  George  S.  McGovern,  S.  Dak.,  speci¬ 
fies  :  ( 1 )  that  the  central  purpose  of  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  is  to  assist  Indian  communities  to 
develop  their  human  and  economic  potential;  (2)  that 
the  Indians  themselves  are  to  be  the  ultimate  judges  of 
when  Federal  services  shall  be  withdrawn. 


Medical  Clinics  and  Pure  Water 

The  low  level  of  Indian  health  has  become  of  increas¬ 
ing  concern  to  more  and  more  Americans. 

April  30  the  House  of  Representatives  approved  a  $50.1 
million  appropriation  for  Indian  health  services  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1959.  This  is  $3.5 
million  more  than  requested.  In  justifying  this  in¬ 
crease,  the  Appropriations  Committee  pointed  out  that 
an  adequate  program  now  will  solve  the  problem 
sooner,  and  save  money  in  the  long  run. 

May  20  the  Senate  passed  a  bill,  S.  56,  authorizing 
the  Public  Health  Service  to  provide  basic  sanitation 
facilities,  including  pure  water  supplies  and  waste  dis¬ 
posal  on  Indian  reservations.  Similar  bills,  H.R.  849 
and  others,  are  pending  before  the  House  Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee.  FCNL  testified  in 
support  of  these  measures  on  May  5. 


THE  RIGHT  TO  TRAVEL,  TO  SPEAK,  AND  TO  ASSEMBLE 


Congress  is  considering  a  number  of  proposals  which  would 
restrict  civil  liberties  and  negate  recent  Supreme  Court 
decisions.  Two  bills  have  passed  the  House;  others  have 
been  reported  or  are  being  reviewed  in  Committee  hear¬ 
ings.  The  Senate  Internal  Security  Subcommittee  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  recommend  passage  of  several  bills  in  the  near 
future. 

Important  pending  bills  include  proposals  to:  restrict  the 
right  to  travel  (S.  1303,  H.K.  5.5,  H.R.  54.55  and  others  ) : 
reinstate  State  sedition  laws  (S.  294,  S.  1299,  H.R. 
2368 ) ;  extend  the  Federal  security  program  to 
cover  non-sensitive  as  well  as  sensitive  positions  (H.R.  1161, 
H.R.  1989,  H.R.  1870,  S.  1304);  require  automatic 
firing  of  any  Government  employee  who  refuses  to  answer 


any  question  bearing  upon  his  loyalty  (S.  1301);  alter 
the  Smith  Act  to  make  “advocacy”  of  forcible  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Government  a  crime,  even  if  it  is  not 
aimed  at  inciting  to  action  (S.  1305). 

FCNL  witnesses  have  opposed  these  measures  in  testimony 
before  House  and  Senate  Committees.  Thirty-five  law  pro¬ 
fessors  have  urged  the  Senate  to  reject  the  above  bills  be¬ 
cause  “.  .  .  in  combination,  they  seem  to  us  to  jeopardize 
many  of  the  values  most  highly  cherished  in  a  free  society.” 
These  protesters  include  the  Deans  of  Harvard,  Yale,  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  University  of  Pennsylvania  Law  Schools.  The 
New  York  Times  endorsed  their  position  editorially  on 
May  6,  19.59.  Write  for  a  recent  FCNL  Action  bulletin 
^  giving  more  detailed  information.  Please  enclose  self- 
W  addressed,  stamped  envelope. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  Nationai  Legisiation 


is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  li,  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsietter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 
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{Please  Print) 


